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63 PERCENT OF BLACKS WORKED 
AT LEAST PART OF 1986 


WASHINGTON -- A total of 63.6 percent of the nation's black civilians 
worked at least part of last year, compared with 69.7 percent of whites and 
67.4 percent of Hispanics, according to a Labor Department report. 


All the percentages, which were for the total civilian 
noninstitutional population for each racial group, were up slightly from 
1985, the annual work experience survey of the department's Bureau of Labor 
Statistics showed. 


Of black men who worked, 84.5 percent worked full-time during 1986, 
compared with 75.1 percent of black women (see table 1). 


A total of 25.3 percent of black men and 24.8 percent of black women who 
worked or looked for work experienced some unemployment (table 2). 


The survey showed that for the population at large, a total of 125.8 
million persons held jobs during all or part of 1986. 


The employment total was 2.3 million above the 1985 level, about the 
same increase as between 1984 and 1985. 


Most of the 1986 employment growth occurred among persons who worked 
year round full time. Persons with some work experience in 1986 made up 69 
percent of the working-age population, matching the record set in 1979. 


About 20.7 million people were unemployed at some time during 1986, 
280,000 fewer than in 1985. Almost 9 of 10 of those unemployed at some 
time in 1986 also had worked during the year. 


The work experience survey is conducted each March as a supplement to 
the Current Population Survey (CPS), the household survey which provides 
monthly estimates of the labor force status of the population. The 
questions in the March supplement refer to work status (weeks employed, 
weeks unemployed, etc.) during the entire previous calendar year. Counts 
of employment and unemployment from the March work experience supplement 
greatly exceed the average of the comparable monthly. CPS figures, which 
have a l-week reference period. For example, the total number experiencing 
unemployment at some time during 1986 was 2-1/2 times the average monthly 
level of 8.2 million. 


Persons with Employment 


Of the 2.3 million rise in the number of workers in 1986, the vast 
majority was attributable to a rise in year-round, full-time employment 
(2.0 million). (Year round, full time refers to 50-to-52 weeks, at 35 
hours or more during most weeks. This also is referred to as 
"“full-schedule" employment.) Between 1982 and 1986, the number of persons 
who worked full schedules increased by 10.5 million, while those with other 
schedules fell by about a million. 


-more- 
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Table 1. Work experience of the population during the year by race, Hispanic origin, and sex, 1985-86 
(Numbers in thousands) 
Total Men 


ee ee | 100s | soe | 1008 


155,003 | 156,589 74,169 
110,725 59,924 

60.8 

59,264 

* 79.9 


Percent who worked during the year’ y -— 
50 to 52 weeks . _ ; 67.6 

- 11.5 

78 

13.2 

48 

3.1 

5.3 





13,601 
67.3 
12,857 
63.6 


100.0 
79.7 
56.8 
12.3 
10.5 
20.3 

6.5 
3.8 
10.0 


12,224 12,734 6,047 
8,252 8,789 4,891 
67.5 69.0 80.9 
8,024 8,564 4,794 
65.6 67.4 79.3 


100.0 100.0 100.0 
81.9 81.4 87.4 
55.6 56.7 60.5 
14.1 13.5 15.3 
12.3 11.2 11.6 
18.1 18.6 12.6 

6.9 68 | 5.1 
42 as 28 


7.0 7.4 4.7 j 





sum to totals because data for the “other races” 
presented and Hispanics are included in both the 
population groups. 
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Table 2 Extent of unemployment during the year by race, Hispanic origin, and sex, 1985-86 
(Numbers in thousands) 





Extent of unemployment, race, and Hispanic origin 


WHITE 








Total with 





calculation procedure. Detail for the above race and Hispanic origin 
? Worked 50 or 51 weeks. groups will not sum to totals because data for the “other races" group 
> Worked less than 50 weeks. are not presented and Hispanics are included in both the white and 
NOTE: Data on median weeks of unemployment black population groups. 
slightly from those previously published because 
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LABOR DEPARTMENT PUBLICATION ADDRESSES JOB OPTIONS, 
CAREER STRATEGIES FOR WOMEN 


WASHINGTON -- Whether doctor, lawyer, or anything else, choosing the right 
job for the future depends on many factors, including education, experience, 
and employment demand. For women there may be special considerations. 


A new publication is available specifically to help women of 
ail ages make career decisions based on education and experience 
needed to pursue specific fields. 


Published by the Women's Bureau in cooperation with the 
Business and Professional Women's Foundation, “Jobs for the 
Future" is a 76-page, “how-to” guide. The book, which shows how 
to evaluate potential job choices, lists 30 selected occupations 
and offers evaluation information including skills and education 
requirements, salaries, career mobility, job availability, 
projected growth, and working conditions. A reference guide 
provides information on where to locate additional resources on 
trends, education and training, and other employment-related 

ssues. 


"Jobs of the future may be very different from those around 
us today," said Shirley M. Dennis, -Director of the Women's 
Bureau. "The signs of change are already there, and today's 
workers who heed the signs will have the opportunity to chart 
their own tutures." 


The Women's Bureau, a part of the U.S. Department of Labor, 
was created by Congress in 1920. The Bureau is the only federal 
ogee devoted exclusively to promoting employment opportunities 

Or women. 


Single, tree copies of "Jobs for the Future" are available 
upon request from the Women's Bureau, U.S. Department of Labor, 
200 Constitution Ave., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20210. Please 
enclose a self-addressed mailing label with the request to 
expedite handling. 
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PRODUCER PRICE INDEXES--JULY 1987 


WASHINGTON -- The Producer Price Index for Finished Goods moved 
up 0.2 percent seasonally adjusted from June to July, the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor reported. This 
followed an identical rise in June and a 0.3 percent increase a month 
before that. Prices received by producers of intermediate goods 
climbed 0.8 percent, even more than the advances recorded in other 
recent months. The iridex for crude goods moved up 0.6 percent, more 
than the 0.4 percent increase in June but far less than the jumps 
in each of the first 5 months of the year. ; 


Prices for energy products advanced considerably at all major stages 
of processing in July. In contrast, food-related prices turned down across 
a broad front. Price movements for other kinds of products were more 
mixed. Although prices for many industrial materials continued to climb 
briskly, the index for finished goods other than foods and energy once 
again edged up only slightly. 


Before seasonal adjustment, the Producer Price Index for Finished 
Goods rose 0.3 percent in July to 297.8 (1967=100). 


From July 1986 to July 1987, the Finished Goods Price Index increased 
3.5 percent. Although the index for energy goods climbed 14.3 percent over 
the last 12 months, it was still 28.1 percent below its December 1985 
level. Consumer food prices rose 2.6 percent over the year, consumer 
goods other than foods and energy moved up 2.7 percent, and capital 
equipment prices increased 1.9 percent. The Intermediate Goods Price Index 
rose 4.0 percent during the 12 months ended in July 1987, while prices 
received by producers of crude goods advanced 10.8 percent over the same 
span. 
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Fillers from the U.S. Department of Labor 


During the 1985 program year, 19.9 million persons registered with the 
federal-state public employment service, according to the annual report of 
the U.S. Department of Labor. 


### 
During the 1985 program year, 3.8 million persons were placed in jobs 
or obtained one after receiving services from the federal-state public 


employment service, according to the annual report of the U.S. Department 
of Labor. 


HH# 

During 1985, 20.6 million initial claims for unemployment benefits 
were filed with the state employment security agencies, according to the 
U.S. Department of Labor's annual report. 

### 


During the 1985 program year, the U.S. Department of Labor's Job Corps 


operated 106 centers providing training in a residential setting for 
disadvantaged youths, according to the department's annual report. 


#i# 


During the 1985 program year, the Senior Community Service Employment 
Program provided jobs for more than 63,000 older person, according to the 
U.S. Department of Labor's annual report. 








